Newsletter WINTER 2014 www.reactcharity.org Issue 39

Please pass
this newsletter
on to a friend
to help even
more children

GIVING DEPTH TO SHORT LIVES

Play Time for Alvin
Alvin is a little boy, who lives with his
mum, Chloe, dad, Kelvin and older brother,
King Yuen. Alvin and his brother simply
adore one another. However, Alvin lives
with Periventricular Leukomalacia and
Cerebral Palsy which makes playing
together difficult for the brothers.
Alvin was a premature baby and despite
his early start in the world, he continued to
develop well until, at six months old,
Alvin’s Nurse became concerned. He
struggled to sit up straight and had
difficulty holding a bottle. Alvin was sent
to hospital for tests; it suddenly dawned
on his parents how sick their little boy was.

Alvin

Now aged two, Alvin has limited body
movement, low tone and no balance.
However, he desperately wants to be the
same as his brother who often plays out on

Ella Goes Exploring
Six year old Ella, is a lively little girl, who lives with her mum,
Sally. Despite living with a complex illness named Sanfilippo
Syndrome, Ella is a very happy girl and
loves going to school. Although she is very
Ella
outgoing, her illness means she struggles to
communicate and her mobility is gradually
getting worse.
Ella was two years old when she was
diagnosed. She had recurring chest
infections and a large oversized head. Mum
noticed she wasn’t mixing with other
children, so took Ella to visit her GP.
Initially, it was thought Ella might be deaf,
due to her underdeveloped communication
skills and slow reactions but this wasn’t the
case. A sample was taken of her urine and
it was only then a diagnosis of Sanfilippo
Syndrome was made.
Now aged six, Ella is becoming more

his bike. Alvin’s Physiotherapist suggested
trialling him on a specialist trike, which
would not only encourage him to use and
strengthen his legs but also allow him to
engage with playmates. As soon as Alvin
saw the trike, his face lit up but his family
were so disappointed to find the trike was
expensive and they simply couldn’t afford it.
React was delighted to help.
“Before Alvin had his trike, his older brother
always asked me when he could play with
Alvin outside just like other brothers. He is
only five and doesn’t understand. I could
only tell him that Alvin is a special angel
who has lost his wings”, said Chloe. “Now
that he has his trike, King Yuen and Alvin
play together outside - just like other
brothers. Alvin is like any other child – he
loves his trike. We were nervous about a
long wait, but there wasn’t one, we had the
answer so quickly. Thank you so much for
making our wish come true.”

inquisitive about her surroundings and really enjoys being
out in the fresh air. Like many children, Ella is fascinated
by the world around her, but Sally found it extremely
difficult to take Ella on her much loved trips outside due
to the lack of a suitable wheelchair which needed to be
light and easy for Sally to manage.
Heartbroken with the prospect of her
lively little girl spending most of her
time indoors and unsure where to turn,
Ella’s Social Worker recommended a
specialist Delta Buggy, which is
lightweight, easy to push and
supportive. With limited options
available to help her purchase the
buggy, Sally turned to React for
assistance. On hearing what a huge
difference the buggy would make to
Ella, React was happy to help.
“We wouldn’t have been able to get this
buggy for Ella without React’s help”,
said Sally. “The whole process was so
quick. Ella is so happy”.

RAPID EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH POTENTIALLY TERMINAL ILLNESS
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FUNDRAISING NEWS

Citroen Wells vs the 3 Peaks Challenge
Whilst the majority of us were looking forward to a relaxing
weekend, a dynamic team of 11 employees from Citroen
Wells Accountants, travelled north to begin their 3 Peaks
Challenge to raise money for React families.
Completed in just 24 hours, it was clear from the start the
challenge would be a tough one and the torrential rain and
thick fog that followed them all weekend did not make things
any easier. Undeterred by the cruel elements, the team
successfully completed all three climbs (Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike
and Snowdon) and made it back to the office on Monday
morning in one piece (or at least most of them)!
The team raised over £17,000, an incredible amount for
which we are truly grateful. The kindness Citroen Wells and their supporters have shown to React families is truly inspirational and we
would like to thank each and every one of them for their hard work on what was, a very challenging 24 hours!
‘A Licence to Thrill’ at Trumpeters House
On Saturday 21st June, James Bond came to Richmond for an evening of ‘A
Licence to Thrill’, along with 250 guests to raise money for React families.
React’s Vice-Patrons, Baron and Baroness van Dedem, hosted the event and
were delighted to welcome React’s Patron, Sister Frances Dominica OBE,
along with a number of special guests including Bond girl, Valerie Leon and
Bond villain, Julian Glover. Guests were treated to a James Bond inspired
entertainment programme, created exclusively for the evening by Richard
Clifford and featuring performances by Sir Derek Jacobi CBE and Isla Blair.
The glorious weather complemented a wonderful evening, which raised
over £76,000, providing much needed support to React families.
We would like to thank everyone who supported the event so generously.

Monty’s Nursery raised a
wonderful £1,000 for React
families by throwing a fabulous
Fun Day. On the day there were
cake stalls, an adult and children's
tombola, lucky dip, face painting,
arts and crafts, biscuit decorating
and bouncy castles. There was
also a BBQ and delicious Thai food
served throughout the day. Staff,
parents and local businesses
donated fantastic prizes for the
raffle, tombola and auction.
React would like to thank all of
the youngsters involved, as well as
their parents and the staff at
Monty’s Nursery, for making this
wonderful achievement possible.

React is delighted to have
been selected as one of
CIBC’s three chosen
charities for the year.
The CIBC Children’s Foundation
is celebrating its 30th
Anniversary and will raise vital funds for React
families through a variety of activities.
In June, React’s buoyant mascot, Rachel attended
a charity breakfast to initiate an array of events
including a Treasure Hunt, Golf Day & Quiz Night.
The year will culminate in December with CIBC’s
annual Miracle Day, when the bank donates
fees and commissions to the selected children’s
charities. We would like to thank everyone at
CIBC for their fantastic efforts in aid of React
families.

Staff at Worley Parsons, a global technical and project support provider, recently raised a fantastic £1,134 for React
families by holding a company raffle. Their generous donation was put to immediate good use, supporting terminal ill
children and their families in desperate need. We would like to thank all the staff at Worley Parsons for supporting React’s
vital work and their tremendous fundraising efforts.

ONCE READ, PLEASE PASS ON OUR NEWSLETTER TO A FRIEND

Peace and Quiet for Tighe
Zoe and Marc knew before
Tighe’s birth that he would be
born with a cleft lip and
pallet, which was picked up
on a routine scan. The
expectant parents knew this
was a minor obstacle which
could be rectified and were
extremely excited to finally
meet their little boy. However,
as soon as baby Tighe entered
the world, they knew his
condition was far more
serious and at just two
months old, a tracheostomy
was fitted.

Tighe

Now aged three, Tighe lives
at home with his mum, dad and big sister Ellie-May. He is a cheeky boy
who loves his toy cars and playing outside in the mud! Tighe’s health
needs are complex and he is fully dependent on his parents for his care.
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He is still tracheostomy dependent and uses a
suction machine during the day and night. The
machine Tighe was given was incredibly heavy,
noisy and so loud that even the neighbours
could hear it in operation. His parents
desperately needed something which was
quieter and lighter. Unfortunately, it was not
available to the family from the local health
authority and the cost of the machine was far
beyond their reach.
Recognising a lighter, more portable, suction
machine would be beneficial for Tighe and
help the whole family, his Support Worker
helped Zoe and Marc apply to React.
“Tighe is such a lovely, cheeky boy and the
machine has made such a difference”, said
Zoe. “It was really unexpected and we
couldn’t believe how quick the application
process was. It is brilliant and we are very
thankful.”

Nana is Sitting Comfortably
Nana is a two year old little girl who loves
playing with her brother and sister and relaxing
at home with mum, Theresa. Nana was
diagnosed with Quadriplegic Cerebral Palsy and
Biliary Atresia aged just two, which greatly
affects her mobility and posture.
Sitting in an upright position and being able to
move independently are very challenging for
Nana and she needs specialist seating to support
her. The chair which Nana was using made her
very uncomfortable and she became tired and
irritable very quickly. Theresa wanted a chair
which was not only comfortable for Nana but
would provide the crucial support needed.
Unsure where to find this specialist piece of
equipment for her daughter, Theresa sought
advice from Nana’s Occupational Therapist who

recommended a P Pod seat. The P Pod seat
is perfectly suited to Nana’s needs but was
far beyond Theresa’s financial reach, so she
applied to React for assistance.
“We are very, very pleased,” said Theresa
upon receiving the P Pod. “React is not
bureaucratic and it is so nice to have a
charity which understands the difficulty for
parents. I am a lone parent with three young
children to look after, so I always have my
hands full. React has made everything so
easy for me.”

A New Start for
Jonah
Little Jonah lives at home with mum
Georgina, dad Craig and his three older
siblings. Despite being just two years old,
Jonah has multiple complex health needs
and requires round the clock care. He lives
with Left Hypoplastic Heart Syndrome and
has been ventilated since birth.

Nana

accommodate Jonah’s needs. Jonah’s
new bedroom is wonderful and big
enough to house all his equipment
and his parents were delighted.

During Georgina’s pregnancy everything
appeared completely normal until her 20
week scan when a problem was discovered
with her unborn baby’s heart. Her baby would be born with
a congenital heart defect. Georgina and Craig were
devastated.

However, there were nowhere near
enough electrical plug sockets to
effectively use all Jonah’s essential
equipment and the family were
panic stricken that this could have a
detrimental impact on his fragile
health. They were in desperate need
of more sockets for his room. The
Jonah
cost of moving house whilst looking
after four children had put huge
financial strain on the family and the local health authority
was unable to help. In need of a solution and fast, Jonah’s
Key Worker helped the family put in an application to React.

Since birth, Jonah has been ventilated and is fed via a
gastrostomy and pump. His complex daily needs mean he
requires a huge amount of care and medical equipment
with him at all times. His parents struggled to house all his
equipment, so were rehomed by the local authority to

“The financial strain and stress has been unbearable”,
Georgina said. “It’s brilliant now that we have the sockets
for Jonah. We were quite surprised it was so quick, as
everything involving Jonah has seemed to take forever. It’s
so refreshing.”

OR COLLEAGUE SO MORE PEOPLE CAN HELP REACT CHILDREN
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Your Gift Is Urgently Needed
React aims to give children with life-limiting illness the best quality of life
possible in the short time they have left. Whatever you can give will make a
difference to a family struggling to give their child the best they can. Thank you.

YOUR DETAILS

Marks & Spencer

Please complete your name and address details below so that we can
reclaim the tax on your donation (see below) and also to keep you in
touch with our work.
Your title and full name

Postcode
Email
Signature

Date

YOUR GIFT TO REACT
£25

We would like to thank everyone involved at Marks & Spencer for their
hard work and brilliant fundraising efforts so far and more importantly,
their commitment to React’s vital work.

£10 Other £

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to React OR please debit my
MasterCard/VISA /CAF Card /Debit Card (delete as appropriate)
Card number

(Security Number)

Start date ______ /______

Expiry date ______ /______

Signature

React is delighted to have been
chosen as Charity of the Year
by staff at Marks & Spencer,
Richmond.
The staff are extremely
enthusiastic and busily creating
fundraising ideas for the year,
wasting no time in putting
fabulous plans into practice. So far, two collections have been held
with many other fundraising activities planned for the coming
months including a Quiz Night and collections featuring React’s
mascots Ricky and Rachel as well as M&S’ own famous mascot,
Percy Pig.

Address

Please accept my gift of
£250
£100
£50

You can now donate between £1 and £10 in only 10 seconds
by texting REAC12 and the amount to 70070.
It takes just a few seconds to help so many families.

Issue no. (If present)
Date

If you would prefer to transfer directly to the charity bank account,
please use the following details: Account Name: React; Account No: 00886556;
Sort Code: 20-72-17.
REMEMBER TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! (SEE BELOW)

MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE WITH A REGULAR GIFT!

Night of the Stars
React is thrilled to have been chosen as one of the beneficiaries of the
‘Night of the Stars’ friendly charity bridge night for 2015.
Described as a “Who’s Who...” of bridge in The New York Times and
“the flagship event in the world of Charity Bridge” by Andrew Robson
in The Times, money raised from the evening will go directly towards
assisting terminally ill children and their families.
We would like to thank everyone involved at ‘Night of the Stars’ for
choosing React as a beneficiary of this exciting event.
More information can be found at http://www.nightofthestars.org.uk

Community Foundation for Surrey

Please pay REACT £_______________________ each month/year (delete as appropriate)

The Community Foundation for Surrey has generously donated £3,416
towards the provision of vital aid for React families. We would like to
express our sincerest thanks to all at the Foundation for their support,
which makes the lives of our families a little more comfortable.

Starting on_____________________ (please make this date one month from now) until

Freemason’s Grand Charity

further notice and debit my account number

Name of account holder

The Freemasons’ Grand Charity is a key supporter of React’s families,
making an extremely generous award of £5,000 in 2014. React would
like to thank everyone at the charity for ensuring the lives of terminally
ill children are lived as fully as possible.

Signature

Lord Austin’s Trust

If you would like to give regularly to React, why not set up a standing order? It
helps enormously to be able to count on regular income and also reduces costs.

Bank sort code

React is delighted to receive the support of The Lord Austin Trust,
which has awarded £2,000 towards the provision of vital equipment
to its families. We would like to thank everyone at the Trust for their
support.

To the Manager (bank name and address)

Postcode
Please pay REACT, Account No. 00886556, Barclays Bank, George Street,
Richmond, TW9 1JU Sort code 20-72-17
REMEMBER TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! (SEE BELOW)

MAKE YOUR DONATION TAX-FREE
I would like React to Gift Aid this donation and all
donations I have made since 6 April 2003. I am a UK
tax payer and will tell you of any changes in my tax status or address.
The Inland Revenue have asked us to remind you that you must pay an amount of income
tax and or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that REACT reclaims on your donations
(currently 25p for each £1 you give).
PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO THE ADDRESS OPPOSITE.

Registered charity no.
802440 (UK) SC038067 (Scotland)

St Luke’s House
270 Sandycombe Road
Kew, Richmond, Surrey
TW9 3NP
Tel: 020 8940 2575
Fax: 020 8940 2050
Email: react@reactcharity.org
Website: www.reactcharity.org

React provides urgent basic essential aid to
families whose child has been diagnosed with a
terminal or life-threatening illness. Any donation
you make will be used to maintain or improve a
child’s quality of life in the weeks, months or
years left ahead. Thank you.

DONATE ONLINE TODAY AT www.reactcharity.org

