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Please pass
this newsletter
on to a friend
to help even
more children

GIVING DEPTH TO SHORT LIVES

A Welcome Break for Noah
One year old Noah is a fun-loving little boy who enjoys getting up to mischief and
playing with his older brother Riley.
Noah was first diagnosed with Tricuspid Atresia when his Mum, Sarah, was 18 weeks
pregnant and medical staff detected her unborn baby had two heart chambers
instead of four, meaning baby Noah had only half a heart. A worrying few months
ensued for Sarah and her family and soon after Noah was born, he underwent lifesaving open-heart surgery. Many hospital stays followed for both Noah and his
parents, whilst his brother was looked after by grandparents. What should have been
a joyous occasion proved to be a very difficult time for the family as they could not
spend time together and even before his first birthday, Noah underwent a second
open-heart operation.
Due to long hospital stays, Noah has had little time to relax in the comfort of his own
home
and to play with his brother, whom he adores. The past year has been
Noah
extremely stressful for the family and they longed for a break away. Noah’s Health
Visitor suggested the family would benefit from spending quality time together, as well as a change of scenery and as family
finances were stretched, she helped them apply to React for a mobile home holiday.
“It was great React was able to help”, said Sarah. “Not only does a holiday help Noah’s development and his talking but he
can spend some time with his brother and it gives us a chance to get away from all the hospital appointments”.

New Independence for Arran
Arran lives with his Mum Lorna, Dad
Andrew and three siblings; twin
brother Lewis, sister Skye and younger
brother Harris. Arran is a cheeky,
stubborn and funny little boy, who
loves to interact and play with his
friends.

Now that Arran has his Rabbit Dynamic
Stander, he can stand and see the world
from a different angle, participate in
activities and take trips with the rest of
his family.

Arran and Lewis were born 10 weeks
prematurely; both boys were very
weak and their parents were extremely
concerned. Although Lewis managed
to recover fully, Arran was diagnosed
with Hydrocephalus, Epilepsy and
Global Development Delay.
Now aged nine, his postural tone is
very low and he has complex mobility
and learning difficulties. He can crawl
on the floor but is mostly dependent
on a wheelchair to get around.
Although he has the use of a standing
frame, it is static and restrictive. Arran
gets very frustrated at not being able

a Rabbit Dynamic Stander, a perfect piece
of equipment for him to use as it will help
his progression, build muscle power and
allow him to operate independently. This
piece of essential equipment was beyond
the family’s financial means so they
applied to React for assistance.

Arran

to move around more freely, as he
desires independence. His parents
were desperate for something which
would allow him to stand comfortably
and participate in activities he enjoys.
Arran’s Physiotherapist recommended

“The equipment gives his siblings a better
understanding of Arran, as they can now
play together,” said Lorna. “He uses his
Stander every day and it has made such a
huge difference to his life. We were
absolutely delighted when we found out
Arran would be getting his Stander, as
everything has been such a struggle. The
application process was quick and easy
and it didn’t feel like we were being
judged. Arran is such a delightful boy; it is
a joy to see him so happy.”

RAPID EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN WITH POTENTIALLY TERMINAL ILLNESS
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FUNDRAISING NEWS

Barnes Montessori
React would like to thank the staff, parents and children of Barnes Montessori for
their most generous support of React families. A Charity Day was held and React
was delighted to be chosen as the beneficiary. The main event was a Nativity Play in
which several acting careers began, with star performances across the board. The
day also included an auction and a cake sale, raising a magnificent £2,566.26 in
total. React would like to thank everyone involved, with a special mention to AnneMarie True for organising such an exciting event!

The Heathland School
The Heathland School selected React as one of
the beneficiaries for its Charity Week. The
school organises this exciting week each year
which involves numerous activities all raising
vital funds for good causes. This year’s activities
included ‘Heathland’s Got Talent’, a teacher vs
pupil quiz and a unique Strictly Come Bhangra
dancing spectacle. The week raised an
incredible £3,040 for React families and we
would like to extend a warm thank you to
everyone involved. Inspirational stuff!
Tony & Rosemarie
take on the
London Marathon
On Sunday 13th April,
Tony Dance and
Rosemarie McGrath
took to the streets to
run the Virgin London
Marathon – all 26.2
miles of it – to raise
funds for React
families. Both Tony
and Rosemarie endured months of rigorous training in all weather conditions to
prepare themselves for the challenge, which culminated in a fantastic run and
spectacular day for them both. “22 miles onwards was a real test. I had to slow
down and concentrate on self-preservation. Despite the heat, the crowds were
amazing and really made a difference”, said Tony. “It was a lovely day on Sunday
(at the Marathon) and the atmosphere was amazing”, said Rosemarie.
We would like to say a huge congratulations and thank you to Tony and
Rosemarie for their superb efforts and wonderful achievement.

THANK YOU
React is grateful to receive kind letters of thanks from children
and families, as well as medical professionals. This demonstrates
the importance of React’s work and how the service React
provides really does make a difference to the lives of terminally
ill children.
“Dear React. Just a short note to say thank you for all your help
to our families over the past year. The timely support you give
makes a positive difference in children’s lives. I would also like to
say a special thank you for continuing to offer support to
working families as there are such few organisations who do so
and without React many of these families would struggle to fund
the equipment, toys and expenses they incur.”

‘A Licence to Thrill’
On Saturday 21st June, the Baron & Baroness
van Dedem will be hosting ‘A Licence to
Thrill’ – a James Bond themed black tie event
in the grounds of their home, Trumpeter’s
House.
The evening will begin with a champagne
reception, followed by a three course dinner
and James Bond inspired entertainment. A
luxury auction and dancing to a live swing
band will bring the evening to a close.
Tickets to this exclusive evening are priced at
£125 and tables of 10 can be purchased. All
proceeds from the evening will go towards
assisting React families.
Please contact francesca@reactcharity.org for
details. We hope you will be able to join us.

“Within 24 hours of Shay’s bed being delivered, it is
remarkable the difference this has made to his overall
health. On delivery of his bed, he was ecstatic! He
woke the first morning looking refreshed, pain free
and was able to move freely. The difference this will
make is a life changer for him. Thank you for helping
our special boy.”
“Again, I want to express my most sincere thanks for
this wonderful touchscreen computer for Ethan. It
really will make a huge difference in his life and one
that I could not have afforded myself. I think your
charity is truly wonderful and I will be forever grateful
for your kindness.”

ONCE READ, PLEASE PASS ON OUR NEWSLETTER TO A FRIEND

New Comforts for Lily
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Despite her complex needs, Lily
recovered from her operation and
her parents were delighted to take
her home in time for her second
birthday. Lily was given a wheelchair
but found it very uncomfortable.
Additionally, to administer Lily’s
medication, her parents had to hoist
Lily from her chair and therefore
needed something to keep her
comfortable and posturally
supported. As family finances were
tight, Lily’s Physiotherapist helped
the family apply to React for a
suitable chair and we were delighted
to help.

Lily and her twin sister, Hollie were
born prematurely at 28 weeks and
whilst Hollie continued to go from
strength to strength, Lily lagged
behind in her development. Her
development continually faltered
and at 10 months old she was fitted
with a tracheostomy to help her
breathe. Eventually, a diagnosis of
Quadriplegic Cerebral Palsy and
Hypoxic Ischaemic Encephalopathy
was made.

Lily
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To add to her medical problems, at
18 months old, Lily caught Swine Flu
leading to an infection in her bowel.
She needed a lifesaving operation to
remove some of her intestines and a
feeding tube was inserted into her
bowel as her stomach could not
absorb food. Lily’s family and
hospital staff were extremely
concerned for her health during this
time, particularly as she weighed
only 9 kilos.

“React is very sympathetic and has
been great in helping Lily”, said Dad,
Graeme. “She loves her chair and we
are able to wheel her around the
house in it. She is full of life now and
is even going to school in September.
We are very grateful to those who
have made this possible”.

Kayla is Better Equipped
Kayla started secondary school last September;
often an exciting time for children to make new
friends, develop interests and focus on studies.
However, for Kayla, her diagnosis of Myotonic
Dystrophy made the experience extremely
stressful.
Kayla struggles with movement in her hands,
which often become stuck in a clenched
position, meaning she has to prise one open
with the other. Her hands often become tired
and she has difficulty in using pens, pencils and
holding a computer mouse. Kayla and her
parents were deeply concerned that she would

fall behind with her studies as a result, so
conferred with Kayla’s Social Worker, who
recommended a touch screen computer
for her to use at home. Although Kayla’s
parents recognised the difference this
would make to Kayla and her education,
they simply could not afford the
equipment, so their Social Worker helped
them apply to React for assistance.
“We didn’t have the money so didn’t know
what to do. We were very happy that
React could help and Kayla was delighted
too,” said Mum, Joana.
Kayla

Safety First for Jacob
Jacob is a very bubbly, happy little boy, who loves being
around people, despite his lack of communication skills.
Just before his third birthday, Jacob was diagnosed with
MPSIII type B, Sanfilippo Disease – a progressive lifelimiting condition which affects the brain and nervous
system causing complex behavioural and learning
difficulties and eventual deterioration of physical and
mental health.
Jacob’s parents, Hannah and Chris, knew something was
not quite right. He was a big baby, took a long time to
lose his puppy fat after birth and there were concerns
regarding his speech and hearing. They took Jacob to
hospital, where a consultant sent for blood and urine
tests; resulting in his diagnosis. Hannah and Chris were
devastated and their lives changed forever. Jacob lives at
home with his family and is solely reliant on his parents
for all his care needs.
Now aged seven and with little brother Samuel in tow, it
was becoming increasingly difficult to take family

Jacob

journeys in the car, as Jacob would often
undo his and his brother’s seat belt and
climb out of his seat whilst travelling.
Although his parents bought seat belt clips
to try and secure Jacob, he would lean far
out of the safety of his chair, and it was
evident a specialist car seat was required. His
Occupational Therapist helped the family
source a suitable car seat, which would
securely support Jacob and prevent him
from climbing out. As this was unavailable
through any other means, they applied to
React for assistance.
“We were overwhelmed when we learnt
React was able to help”, said Hannah. “We
knew for a long time that Jacob needed
assistance in the car as it was becoming very
unsafe for him to travel. The application
process was very fast – we had heard back
within a week”.

OR COLLEAGUE SO MORE PEOPLE CAN HELP REACT CHILDREN
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Latest News

Your Gift Is Urgently Needed
React aims to give children with life-limiting illness the best quality of life
possible in the short time they have left. Whatever you can give will make a
difference to a family struggling to give their child the best they can. Thank you.

YOUR DETAILS

You can now donate between £1 and £10 in only 10 seconds
by texting REAC12 and the amount to 70070.
It takes just a few seconds to help so many families.

The People’s Postcode

Your title and full name

React is fortunate to be the beneficiary of an award
of £3,097 by People's Postcode Trust, a grant-giving
charity, funded entirely by players of People's
Postcode Lottery. We would like to thank the People's Postcode Trust
for their generosity, support and commitment to the work of React.

Address

Wimbledon & District Synagogue

Please complete your name and address details below so that we can
reclaim the tax on your donation (see below) and also to keep you in
touch with our work.

The Wimbledon & District Synagogue generously held an auction and
appeal to bring vital aid to React families. Combined, an incredible
£7,129 was raised and we would like to thank everybody involved for
their support, generosity and dedication.

Postcode
Email
Signature

Date

Happy Child Nursery
YOUR GIFT TO REACT
Please accept my gift of
£250
£100
£50

£25

£10 Other £

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to React OR please debit my
MasterCard/VISA /CAF Card /Debit Card (delete as appropriate)
Card number

(Security Number)

Start date ______ /______

Expiry date ______ /______

Signature

Issue no. (If present)
Date

If you would prefer to transfer directly to the charity bank account,
please use the following details: Account Name: React; Account No: 00886556;
Sort Code: 20-72-17.
REMEMBER TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! (SEE BELOW)

MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE WITH A REGULAR GIFT!
If you would like to give regularly to React, why not set up a standing order? It
helps enormously to be able to count on regular income and also reduces costs.
Please pay REACT £_______________________ each month/year (delete as appropriate)
Starting on_____________________ (please make this date one month from now) until

React is delighted to have been chosen as Happy Child Nursery’s
Charity of the Year in 2014! The Nursery also supported React
families in 2013, with the benevolent bunch raising a wonderful £458
via an array of activities throughout the year, most notably a Summer
Fete. Thanks guys!

Barbara Ward Foundation
The Barbara Ward Children’s Foundation has keenly supported React’s
work for a number of years and has pledged to continue to do so for
the next three. The Foundation is providing respite breaks to families
enabling them to enjoy relaxing holidays as a family unit. We would
like to thank everybody at the BWCF for their ongoing kindness.

The Co-Masonic Benevolent Fund
The Co-Masonic Benevolent Fund has very generously donated £3,500
for the provision of essential aid and equipment to React families.
We would like to thank The Co-Masonic Benevolent Fund for their
kindness, support and commitment to the work of React.

Pulse Clocks
To signify the importance of time for terminally ill children and their
families, in collaboration with Pulse Marketing, Smiths of Smithfield
restaurant gave away alarm clocks to their breakfast customers in
return for a donation to React. We would like to thank everyone at
Smiths of Smithfield and Pulse Marketing for their fantastic support.

British 10K

further notice and debit my account number

React has places available for this year’s British 10K run on
Sunday 13th July in London and we’d love you to get involved.
The British 10K is one of the best runs in the country and the
atmosphere promises to be electric, as it has been year on year.
No previous experience is required – you just have to be willing!
The minimum sponsorship is £150 and all proceeds will go
towards assisting terminally ill children. We’ll even send you a
bright yellow React t-shirt to wear on the day!

Bank sort code
Name of account holder
Signature
To the Manager (bank name and address)

Postcode
Please pay REACT, Account No. 00886556, Barclays Bank, George Street,
Richmond, TW9 1JU Sort code 20-72-17
REMEMBER TO GIFT AID YOUR DONATION! (SEE BELOW)

MAKE YOUR DONATION TAX-FREE
I would like React to Gift Aid this donation and all
donations I have made since 6 April 2003. I am a UK
tax payer and will tell you of any changes in my tax status or address.
The Inland Revenue have asked us to remind you that you must pay an amount of income
tax and or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that REACT reclaims on your donations
(currently 25p for each £1 you give).
PLEASE SEND THIS FORM TO THE ADDRESS OPPOSITE.

Registered charity no.
802440 (UK) SC038067 (Scotland)

St Luke’s House
270 Sandycombe Road
Kew, Richmond, Surrey
TW9 3NP
Tel: 020 8940 2575
Fax: 020 8940 2050
Email: react@reactcharity.org
Website: www.reactcharity.org

React provides urgent basic essential aid to
families whose child has been diagnosed with a
terminal or life-threatening illness. Any donation
you make will be used to maintain or improve a
child’s quality of life in the weeks, months or
years left ahead. Thank you.

DONATE ONLINE TODAY AT www.reactcharity.org

